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1 . MORRIS PALADINO, AAFLI EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CALLED 

ON THE AMBASSADOR ON FEBRUARY 15 TO DISCUSS HIS MEETING 
THE DAY BEFORE WITH GENERAL KRIANGSAK CHOMANAN, DEPUTY 
COMMANDER OF SUPREME COMMAND HEADQUARTERS AND VIJIT 
SANGTONG, DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. 
REFERRING TO HIS EARLIER COURTESTY CALL ON THE AMBASSADOR, 
PALADINO THANKED THE AMBASSADOR FOR HIS ASSISTANCE IN 
ARRANGING THE MEETING WITH KRIANGSAK AND OUTLINED THE 
HIGHLIGHTS OF HIS THREE AND ONE-HALF HOUR DISCUSSION 
WITH THE GENERAL. 

2. PALADINO DEXCRIBED KRIANGSAK AS "FRIENDLY" AND 
"UNDERSTANDING" AND THOUGHT THE MEETING WAS USEFUL 

IN MAKING KRIANGSAK AWARE OF ISSUES PRESENTLY WORRYING 
THAI LABOR LEADERS. PALADINO SAID HE STRESSED IN 
PARTICULAR THE PROBLEMS OF (1) THE LACK OF COMMUNICATION 
BOTH BETWEE THE THAI DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND THE UNIONS 
AND BETWEEN EMPLOYERS AND UNIONS, (2) UNFOUNDED 
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ACCUSATIONS AGAINST LABOR LEADERS OF BEING COMMUNIST 
AND (3) THE DISREGARD OF LABOR OPINION IN DISCUSSIONS 
ON THE REVISION OF THE LABOR RELATIONS ACT OF 1975. 

3. PALADINO SAID HE CAUTIONED KRIANGSAK THAT EXCLUSION 
OF STATE ENTERPRISE EMPLOYEES FROM THE LABOR RELATIONS 
ACT AS PROPOSED BY JURIDICAL COUNCIL COULD BRING A 
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"REACTION" FROM THAI LABOR UNIONS. HE ALSO WARNED 
THAT ANY GENERAL "CRACKDOWN", I.E. ARRESTS OF LABOR 
LEADERS, COULD CAUSE SERIOUS WORK ACTIONS BY THE UNIONS 
AND NOTED IN PARTICULAR THE HARASSMENT STEVEDORE UNION 
PRESIDENT WICHIAN SIWICHIAN HAS EXPERIENCED 
AT THE HANDS OF THE AUTHORITIES. 

4. AS FOR AAFLI ACTIVITIES. PALADINO SAID HE MENTIONED 
THE VISA PROBLEMS WHICH AAFLI REPRESENTATIVES IN 
THAILAND HAVE HAD AND EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THE 
DIFFICULTIES AAFLI AND OTHER WESTERN GROUPS HAVE HAD 
IN ORGANIZING LABOR EDUCATION SEMINARS. HE CITED AS 

AN EXAMPLE THE LAST MINUTE CANCELLATION OF THE SEMINAR 
SCHEDULED BY THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT FEDERATION 
(ITF) FOR IANUARY 23. PALADINO ASSURED KRIANGSAK THAT 
AAFLI'S PROGRAMS "WILL BE DONE IN A WAY SENSITIVE TO 
THE THAI CULTURE" AND SUGGESTED AN AAFLI PROGRAM TO 
TRAIN THAI ARBITRATORS AS A POSSIBLE AREA FOR FUTURE 
COOPERATION. 

5. PALADINO SAID KRIANGSAK NOTED THAT THAI GOVERNMENT 
LEADERS ARE CURRENTLY CONSIDERING ESTABLISHING THE 
NATIONAL LABOR DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL PROVIDED FOR UNDER 
NARC ORDER NUMBER 47. KRIANGSAK SAID THIS COULD OCCUR 
AS EARLY AS NEXT WEEK AND SHOULD HELP NORMALIZE LABOR 
MANAGEMENT-GOVERNMENT RELATIONSHIPS. 

6. PALADINO OBSERVED THAT KRIANGSAK SEEMED PARTICULARLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE THAI IMAGE ABROAD AND ASKED PALADINO 
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TO DO WHAT HE CAN "TO AVOID A BLOWUP" AT THE CURRENT 
ILO MEETING IN GENEVA. PALADINO SAID "COMMITTED" 

HIMSELF TO WORK FOR A "MODERATE STATEMENT" ON THAILAND 
FROM THE AFL-CIO AND AGREED TO DO WHAT HE CAN TO 
ENCOURAGE THE ITF AND THE ICFTU TO TEMPER THEIR STATE- 
MENTS. 

7. COMMENT: PALADINO SEEMED VERY PLEASED THAT AMBASSADOR 
HAD BEEN ABLE TO ARRANGE APPOINTMENT AT SUCH A HIGH- 
LEVEL WITHIN THE RTG. HE ALSO SEEMED FLATTERED THAT 
KRIANGSAK HAD GIVEN SO GENEROUSLY OF HIS TIME FOR THEIR 
INTERVIEW. HE SAID THAT HE HAD FOUND KRIANGSAK AN 
INTERESTED AND GENERALLY WELL-INFORMED INTERLOCUTOR. 
WHITEHOUSE 
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